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nate compulsion in any shape from our struggle. If we are only
a handful holding freely the doctrine of non-co-operation, we may
have to die in the attempt to convert others to our view, but we
shall have truly defended and represented our cause. If how-
ever we enlist under our banner men by force, we shall be denying
our cause and God, and if we seem to succeed for the moment, we
shall have succeeded in establishing a worse terror.
We shall also retard our cause if we suppress opinion by in-
tolerance. For then we shall never know who is with us and who
is against us. The indispensable condition therefore of success is
that we encourage the greatest freedom of opinion. It is the least
we can learn from the present "masters". Their Penal Code con-
tains drastic punishments for holding opinions they do not like.
And they have arrested some of the noblest of our countrymen for
expression of their opinion. Our non-co-operation is a defiantly
open protest against that system. We may not in the very act of
fighting the restraint on opinion be guilty ourselves of imposing
it on others. These reflections are due to a sense of uneasiness I
feel about publishing the names of correspondents who express opi-
nions we may not relish. I do not wish to expose them to the men-
tal violence of the readers who may not like those opinions. We
must have the courage and the charity to hear or read all sorts of
nasty things said about us or to us. It gives us an opportunity of
converting them. I propose to make the attempt in respect of a
correspondent who has sent me a formidable list of questions about
the struggle which deserve public notice. He commences thus:
You will admit that both your followers and non-followers are in a
state of suspense as regards the aims of your political activities. Can you
therefore be charitable enough to enlighten them by answering the following
questions ?
1.      Are you really a Mahatma?
I do not feel like being one. But I do know that I am among
the humblest of God's creatures.
2.      If so, will you define the word Mahatma?
Not being acquainted with one, I cannot give any definition.
3.      If not, did you ever tell your followers that you are not one?
The more I repudiate, the more it is used.
4.     Is your "soul-force" attainable by the ignorant masses?
They have it already in abundance. Once upon a time an
expedition of French scientists set out in search of knowledge
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